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9      BUYING A NEW SUIT
From Caxton's Dialogues in French and English (E.E.T.S., Extra
Series, 1900), p. 14: a few mistranslations corrected.
Of othir thinge withoute taryeng, whiles that I remembre,
I wyll to you devise and teche. Yf ye wyll bergayne wullen
cloth or othir marchandise, so goo to the halle whiche is yn
the market So goo upon the steyres1; there shall ye fynde
the clothes: clothes medleyed, red cloth or grene, blyew
y-asured3, yelow, reed, sad blew8, morreey4, raye5, chekeryd,
saye6 white and blew, scarlet in grayne.
So may ye begynne by suche gretyng as it is in the first
chapitre. "Dame, what hold ye the die of this doth? Or
what is worth the cloth hole ? In shorte to speke, how moche
th'elle?" "Syre, resone; I shall doo to you resone; ye shall
have it good cheep." " Ye[a], truly, for catell, Dame, me must
wynne7. Take hede what I shall paye," "Four shelynges for
the elle yf it [so] plese you." "Hit ne were no wysedom,
For so moche wold I have good scarlete!" "Ye have right,
yf ye maye. But I have yet somme which is not of the beste,
which I wold not yeve8 for seven shelynges." " I you bileve
well; but this is no suche cloth of so moche money, that
knowe ye well! This that ye shall [abate of the price]
shall [make it possible to] be solde." "Syre, what is it
worth?" "Dame, it were worth to me well tire shellyngs/'
"That is evyll boden9, or to moche axed; yet had I lever
that [there] were gold in your cheste." "Damoyselle,ye shold
not lese10 theron never a crossen, but saye certainly how shall
I have it withoute thyng to [abate]." " I shall gyve it you at
one worde: certaynly, if ye have it, ye shall paye fyve shellyngs
for so many elles whiche ye shall take; for I wyll abate no thyng."
"Dame, what shall avaylle thenne longe wordes? Cutte for me
a pair of gounes." "How moche shall I cutte?" "Also13 moche
as ye wene as me shall nede for a surcote, for a cote, for an
I  steps.                                                                                                                                                                                 3 azure blue*                                                                                                                                                                               * dark blue.                                                                                                                                                                                       * mulberry-colcmrecL
8 striped.         * usually "fine silk ": but here apparently "fine -wooUen.**
7 I must earn money, Dame,                                                                                                                                                                                                         * give.                                                                                                                                                                                                       * oftered.                                                                                                                                                                                                    ** lose.
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